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Dean FATHER, + ED : 


© I RECEIVED yours, 0 ——— that an epiltle 
| was due to you, payable a fortnight after. 1 had the 
laſt fght of you at Newbery. But you muſt ac- 
knowledge, that the treaſure of grace is in an earth- 
en veſſel; and, conſequently, a diſtinction ought” 
to be made between the veſſel and the treafiire, as 
Paul was obliged to make a difference between his 
promiſes to viſit, and the promiſed ſalvation which 
had viſited him. <« In this confidence (ſaid 
« he) I was minded to come unro you before, and 
ce to paſs by you into Macedonia, and to come 
« again out of Macedonia unto you. When I was 
« thus minded, did I uſe lightneſs? or the things 
« that I purpoſe, do I purpoſe according to the 
4 ficſh, that with me there ſhould be yea, yea, and 
A 2 8 3 — nay, 


„ A. T * . ae. 
a 


, <0 065? Ne * Ds a Leven cohetg 1 „„ © 


(4 + 
cc nay, nay ? But as God is true, our word toward 

r you was not yea and nay. For all the promiſes 
« of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto 
ee the glory of God by us.” 2 Cor. i. 16, &c. — 
You are the firſt carnal man that ever. ſolicited a 
ſpiritual epiſtle from me; therefore I am conſtrained 
to ſend it, that it may ſerve for the eighth wonder 
of the world. 1 have the happineſs once a week of 
viſting'a place called Kingſwood ;—a place, I have 
often” wiſned to ſee, having read ſo much about it 
in the works of thoſe two eminent ſervants of God 
Mr. J/pitfield and Mr, Cenneck. And to be ſure 
there are ſome choice ſouls among thoſe ſub- 
terraneous miners. Six days they are bidden 
ones, but on the Lord's day, great numbers of 
thee Hebrews: (as the Philiftines ſaid of the Jews) 
came forth out o thrir holes, to enjoy both the light 
of the ſun and the light of the goſpel; thus, like a 


88 certain ſet of debtors, they appear abroad once a 


week e they ſeem ſome what pleaſed that they have 
got a brother tradeſman in their pulpit; and, bleſſed 
viſit vs, though we are but a poor ſmutty family. 
I Qbleſs God, at Briſtol, I am conſtantly attended 
wich a very erouded audience, who give me great 
attention, and I truſt God gives eum 20 the'wword 

of bir gract. Acts. xiv. 3. But I ſhall leave that 
t0 thoſe who believe and receive : the age yy the | 


A 
; 3 . Wu £; 1 =; Indeed, , 


| (£24 73 | 
' Thdeed, Sir, we live in a day of much apoſtaſy; 
in a day, when there is (agreeable to ancient pro- 
phecy) a great forſaking in the earth; and it is 
well if God does not follow it with a removing men 
far away: — But our Great High Prieſt will have his 
tithes, he will leave a tenth, and the tenth ſhall return 
to God. Iſaiah vi. 12, 13, 14. It is high time 
for thoſe who love and fear God to awake out of 
their ſleep, the ſun is going down over the heads of 
many . prophets. Wo unto us, for the day goeth 
away; for the ſhadows: of an awful nen are 
| _ dur. Jer. v ot 
We have many profeſſors: who. twin n ears 
| _— theſe are heaping to themſelves teachers; and we 
have many preachers who never received their teſti- 
: mony from God, but have ſtolen it from others, and 
the applauſe of a giddy multitude: has been the my 
pillar of all their popularity, | | 
This teut forcibly ſtruck me laſt Sabbark-day 5 
morning, about four o'clock, as I was meditating 
on the awful departure of many from the truths 
of God, and from the proſeſſion they have made 
of the God of Truth. Now the Spirit ſpeaketh er 
Prefly, "that in the latten times: Jome ſhall. depart from 
the faith, giving heed 10 ſeduting ſpirits, aud daltrines 
of devils; ſpeaking lies in hypotrify,: Having. their, cang 
[cience ſeared jth a. bot iron, 1, Tim. iv. 12, If 
apoſtaſy from the faith be a Gow, of the leltrimes, 
and a prelude to the laſt 1 then res 755 
Judge is even at the door. 
VVV 
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Too 
Many depart from the doctrine of the Holy 


5 Trinity, the firſt and grandeſt myſtery of faith; 


1 others from the eſſential, ſelf-exiſtent, and indepen- 


dent Deity of Jehovah the Sayiour, the proper ob- 


ject of faith; others lampoon all experience, and 


© " they depart from even an acknowledgment of the 
myſtery of faith in a pure conſcience; others pay no 


regard to their life, walk, and converſation, theſe | 
depart from the fruits of faith; and others depart 


ſtom all the doctrines of faith, and begin to appear 
in word, what they always were in heart—I mean 
children of the bond- woman. Men who can for- 
© ſwear themſelves, and preach contrary to the articles 
they have ſubſcribed, muſt have their conſciences 
' ſeared with a witneſs, and be led to give heed to 


3 ſeducing ſpirits and doctrines of dein er iy 
© "can ſpeak lies in hypocriſy. = 
As for their preaching up good anda in fo vio- 
lent a manner, and enforcing the law, it does not 
6 Fo pi me at all; for trunk- makers make more 
- Noiſe. than goldſmiths, though no manufacture is 
more hollow and empty than trunks. If ſuch men 
lived thoſe good works which they talk of, their 
good works would preach themſelves. Let ano- 
| "ther praiſe thee, and not thy own mouth. Prov. 
- xxvil..2. Shew me thy faith without thy aworks, 
and 1 will ſhew thee my. faith by my works. Jam. 
ü. 18. By their fruits ye ſhall know them, fays 
_ Chriſt, not by their words. Make the tree good, 
and the fruit will be good;—a good tree can- 


6 7 ) | 
not bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit. This is the doctrine 
of our Saviour, who lived as none ever did, and 
ſpake as none ever ſhall, and yet never preaches up 
his own good works, but only tells them that he 
had ſhewed them many a good work from his F a- 
ther, and aſked © for which of thoſe works do ye 
| ſtone me?” he acknowledged t them to be the works of 
his Father, to ſhew that he ſought not honour from 
men, and ſays, if I do not the works of my Father, 
| believe me not. 1 am till of opinion, chat good 
works will preach themſelves ; and I think the word 
of God bears me out, for whenever the Saviour | 
wrought a good work, he charged the object to ſee 
that he whe" no man of it: but to ſhew that good 
works could not be hid, it is ſaid, that the more 
he charged them, the more they ſpread i it abroad. 

For my part, I know, by woful experience, that 
when 1 have done my beſt, I am an unprofitable 
ſervant; I have done no more than was my duty 
to-do; Therefore, I muſt ſay, as the Pfſalmiſt did, 
| My goodneſs extendeth not unto thee, but unto thy. ſaints 
_ which are in the earth, Pſ. xvi. 23 or as good 
Elihu ſays to pious Job, If thou be righteous, 
what giveſt thou him? or what receiyeth he at thy 
hands? Job xxxv. 7. 1s it pleaſure to the Al- 
mighty that thou art righteous? or is it gain to 
him that thou makeſt chyſelf perfect? ? Job xxii. * 

It is plain to me, that thoſe who make ſuch an 


outcry in the pulpit about their own perſonal ho- 
MS — mee. 


—— wo We flo LM — TIEN 


3 her huſband. [the Saviour] alſo, aud be pratſeth ber: 


44 


(8 
lineſs, have but. very little of it to proclaim itſelf. 
Moſt men will proclaim, every one, bis own. goodugſs, 
but a faithful . man who. can find? Proy. Xx. 6, 
Imll neyer believe that any man, Who is not truly 
..enbg} ned! into the word of God, and his own in- 
tereſt in it, and who does not deliver the whole 
truth of God, the real truth, and nothing but the 


truth, chat ſuch | 4 man can have any good works 
ahqut him: his works muſt be wind and confuſion. 


155, Kli. 29. f The Saviour couples divine light and 
dd warks together, and tells us to let men ſee 


.them (not we to praiſe them)—Ler your light ſhine 
beſore men, that Tazy. may ſee your good works, 


| js 5 your Father which is in Heaven. If the 


tree he good, the fruit will be good; for, as Paul 
; fays,: the grace of God which hath appeared unto 
A men, will teach them to deny ungodlineſs and 
W worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly, in this, Preſent , world. Therefore I ſhall 

conclude this head with the words of Wiſdom to. the 


ſpouſe. of Chriſt, that, the objects of her liberality, 
whether it be in ſpirituals or temporals, ought to 


praiſe her, without compelling her to do it herſelf. . 
Hur children (or converts).7 riſe. UP, and call ber bl 2 5 


ughters have done virtucuſſy, but thou. excellet 


„ "chem x” Give her of the fruits of ber bands, and uf 


er aps, wor. Free her in be, $446, Te: . 
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1 have; ever found more happineſs in declaring 
* God hath done for my ſoul, than ever I did 
in declaring. what I have done for God. And 

when I hear a man proclaiming his on goodneſs, 


1 always think that God has done nothing for 
chat man; if he had, he would have owned it, for 
it is out of the abundance of a gracious derte that 
the mouth ſpeaketh : a good man out of the gUοd 
treaſure of his heart will bring forth 60A thing. 
The Lord ſays, from me is thy fruit found. 1185 
xiv. 8. If then I am made fruitful, it it is wing to 
my union with the Saviour, and the care) f my | 
covenant Father, The bränch eafnot be l 
5 of itſelf, except it abide in the vine; nd irre Can 
ye except ye abide in me: he that abideth in the; And 
U in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit; for 
vithout me ye can do nothing. And again, evety 
branch in me that bringeth forth fruit, my heavenly 
Father purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit. Seeing this! is the caſe, J cannot, with con- 
ſcience, boaſt of my fruitfulneſs, but of the grace of 
God which makes me fo, that God may have the 
glory. The church of God, by Iſaiah, faith, "Thu, 
Lord, haſt wrought all our. works in 15; Abd Paul 
agrees with this, and ſays, it is God that worketh in 
you both to will and t to N of his ovn good lea. 
ſure. 8 N 3 8 W ene N Wack 
II this be the Wel truth og ie härter ieh F Et 
no more to boaſt of than Paul had; Wien ke de- 
knowledged, that by the grace of God he was what 
he 


0 10 ) 
de was, Then let not the rich man glory in his 
riches, nor the ſtrong. man in his ſtrength," nor 
the wiſe in his wiſdom; but let him that glorieth, 
glory i in this, that he underſtandeth and knoweth 
me: that] exerciſe loving-kindnefs, tender merey, 
and judgment, in the earth; for i in theſe _— w 
delight, faith the Lord. | 
1 1 am not at all ſurpriſed at ſuch men prelck- 
1 ing up the law continually, becauſe the Saviour 
Fhnuimſelf tells us, that the legal ſervant doth not abide 
in the bouſe for ever, but the ſon abideth ever; there- 
fore, it muſt be expected, that if Abraham turns 
Iſhmael out of the houſe, he will cleave to Hagar, 
his mother, who is the law in a figure; and there 
he will be ſure of the greateſt company, for more 
are the children of the deſolate than the children 
of the married wife, faith the Lord. Ia. Hv. 1. 
Tou muſt expect, Sir, that men who forſwear 
rhemſelves, and deny and lampoon the articles 
which they have ſubſcribed, and who preach a 
falſe doctrine, will creep to the law, forthe ſcriptures 
tell you that the law was made for ſuch: it is not 
made for a righteous man [that is, it is not made 
to condemn a believer in Chrift.] Is the law againſt | 
the promije of God? God forbid, Gal. iii. 21. 
The law is made for the lawl: gs and diſobedient ; 
for | ER IRI PERSONS; and is in force againſt 
| every man who advances any thing ae to — 
1 5 Aol ines. 1 Tim. i. ee * 


2 bleſs the mer, he has not en me 
live. f 


V —_— 


Kan) 
live in any avowed breach of his law; no, not of 
the leaſt commandment; nor has he ſuffered me 

to teach men ſo. I have narrowly watched: the 
lives and conduct of thoſe men who ſay, Stand 
by thyſelf, I am more holy than thou, (Iſa.) and 
who have falſely reproached me for an Antinomian, 
or looſe liver, whoſe lives I never could wiſn in 
the leaſt to imitate. I could only obſerve and 
do what they faid, but dare not do aſter their 
works; for F ſaw clearly, that they ſaid and did 
not. And, indeed, thoſe who deal moſt in the 
law, know the leaſt of it, and bind grievous" Bur- 
dens on others, but never touch them with: their 
own fingers. The love which the law- requires, 
the righteouſneſs which it demands, the holineſs' 
it calls for, and the good works which it preſcribes, 
muſt all be fetched out of the Saviour's' fullneſs, 
who is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth. The preacher who ſends a 
poor trembling ſinner elſewhere, is a rebel againſt 
the command and commiſſion of God the Saviour, 
who tells us to go into all the world, and preach the 
goſpel to every creature; and he that believes the 
goſpel is ſure to have the law written on the fleſhy 
tables of his heart, and that is better than having it 
written and engraven in tables of None, 2 Cor. iii, 7. 
Have I committed an offence in ſending” the diſ- 
treſſed ſoul to Chriſt? Far from it, for all the 
pots did the ſame; they pregehe Chiift 1 to the 
3 N 788 on; 3 4 ues 


7 


| ( 22 ] = 
befke, and dechred that diere was filvation in rio 
Sena, d © ei nw, nent 600 21 Bald Bu? 
Phe latb pad ye Paul) Y man 0 it Und 
fllly;=atid ought to be preached, to ſhew'the' helpleſs 
ſinner his! undone, and loſt eſtate, that all boaſting 
may be excluded, and that he may become guilty 
beſdre God; and when the awakened ſinner is made 
to feel his guilt and native depravity, and Tees the 
tnlimited" demands of law and- juſtice, let fim ac- 
knowledge" and corifeſs as the Pſalmiſt did, Thy com- 
mme is exceeding broad, Enter not into judgment 
ith ry fer uunt, O Lord, for in thy fight [by the 
deeds of the law] ball no fleſh living be juſtified. 
David in theſe views and under theſe ſenſations, calls 
fob mercy, and ſays unto God, Thou art my ſalvation. 
And when he had apprehended and laid hold of 
the promiſed Saviour, he points others to the ſame 
reſuge, and leaves an eternal benediction on all thoſe 
who embrace it. Bleſſed is be whoſe tranſpreſſion is 
forgiom;\ whoſe fn is covered. Bleſſed is the man unto = 
whom the Lord ho anal not iniquity, and in whoſe 
Mirit there is "no" guile, Palm xxxii. 1, 2. The 
above paſſage 1 ſhall preſume to goſpelize tlius: 
Bleſſed is the man that believes in a Redeemers 
blood and obtains the forgiveneſs" of ſins by his 
_ faich] : Bleſſed is the man whoſe fin is covered 
[with che imputed rightedufneſs of Jeſt" gti: | 
| And bleſſed is the man whoſe fins were imputett 
ll totheSivieewronthe croſs Tas tit ſinner's ſurety- 
none 8 28d baz I bug d eli boog e¹ a 
ISHov | | Ez 
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and unto whom God will never impute ſin again: 
And _— iS that” man who is a partabRfs of the 
fo in Wee 0 man] there is 70 cle | 
If any critic; doubts of the validity of this com- 
ment, let him read the ath. chapter of Faul to the 
Romans, and ee it Hales e parts of the 
ſeriptures. 16 9009 ein n 0 

I know the law. requires a 44 wg: Parry 5 
it is. by the: obedience f one that many ſhall: bs made 
righteaus,, Rom. v. 19. The law. demands dove 
to God, and love to the neighbour, and God has 
ptomiſed to circumciſe our hearts to love him. 
and to reveal it to us by his holy Spirit 6: lo 
of Gad is ſbed abroad in our hearts y be Huy Ghoſt 

which isigiven unto us, Rom. v. 5. The amm, 
ment (ſays Paul) is hoy, Rom, vii. 12; ', Thedaw4g 
ſpiritual,” Rom. vil. 14. And God, has! s/, promiſed- | 
to give us of bis boly Spirit, Joel ii. 12, and has 
made Jeſus Chriſt to be ſanctification or holineſs* 
to us, as well as righteouſneſs, 1 Cor. i. 30. The 
law requires good works - works from a holy and 
ſpiritual root; but how is the natural man to 
produce: theſe works, when the lat is fpititital, 


But man bg" carnal, fold- umden ſin. Rom. vi. "Du 
Can he love God in his carnal ſtate, when the 
Lord himſelf; declares, That the: carnal mind in em. 
| tragainſt Gad,. for i is not., fubjetF to the law: of G. 
nor indeed can le? Rom. viii. 7. I Know date 
law, _—_ good works; and I read that a'choſen 

veſſel 


j 
| 
| 
? 
| 
| 


Gad not of works," leſt auy man fhoutd boaſt + For 


Wasen che lau, And of -2þe- en e che 


ea 


eee ed to them, „6355 be 


ſaved by them For by. grace are me ſaved through 


con Won ks, | Which God halb before ORDAINED that 
we bould wall in THEM. Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10. Thus 


the apoſtle Paul made the Saviour all in all; and 


acknowledged himſelf under no law, but in obedience 
to his covenant head :—T am not without law 70. God, 


but under the: law 40 Chriſt, I. Cor. 1 IX. 4157 Ge Ip AP ae 
If handling the law in this way, and enforcing | 


kberty from the bondage of the law, by tlie Holy: 


Ghoſt, be Antinomianiſm; and, if the experience 


goſpel, be enthuſiaſm; then I: muſt declare, that 


the Whole bible is full of ſuch things. And the 


reproach that is caſt upon the doctrine, and upon 
the Spirits work, ſalls upon God himſelf, as well 
as upon thoſe that preach his truth, and wie 
r work on the minds of men. * 
I have oſten thought, and char wich many rears, 
that God, who is the ſearcher of hearts and trier of 
reins, ill, uben he comes to judgment, call he: 
pure goſpel, and the operation: of his Spirit, by their 
proper names, and bring in theſe infallible gentle" 
men culpable of blaſpheming his holy word and 


- Spirit. That which makes me think ſo i be. +, 


cagſe;] never beard a man that had felt the bondage 


of the lav and the liberty of tbe goſpel [that dared” 


[3% - | to 


AW 
to tall at that impiaus rate. I have publiſhed to 
the world the dealings of God with me in a way 
both of providence and grace; I have publiſhed to 


the world my ſentiments of the law, in its full ſorce 
and power; againſt every hardened ſinner, and as 
diſarmed of its condemning and commanding power 
[as a covenant of works] to every believer who is 
under the law to Chriſt; and both the religious and 
the profane. world have been ſpectators of my liſe 
and converſation for fifteen. years; therefore they 
may judge of the tree by the fruit that it bears. 
We cannot gather grapes of thorns, nor figs. of 
thiſtles; no more can we wen __— wan from an 
unſanctified ſinner. * $4: one 
If any thing that I enter: written can RIS o 
thrown, my friends have. liberty to do it; but if 
they cannot (which J believe they cannot), then 
am determined to defend the whole of them; nor 
wilk J give any of them up, unleſs they are fairly 
wrenched out of Wande n _ PEN! 
off e pac p ic 12 
What nde bob e uſm, een 
to me to be a moſt wretched doctrine, and quite 
contrary to the truths that I preach. Firſt, 
am informed, that they exclude all ' doubting, and 
ſeem to condemn every weak believer, and ex — 
clude him from the | boufeboid" f faitb which s 2 
doctrine that no mortal ever heard drop ſtbm my 
lips. For though doubting ::is not believing, yet 
Kno that che. fh will laſt againſt the ypinit) and 


* 4 7 by l F * : 
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1 
the unn aogoug the fab, and thetart "contre mivary 


di im 70 tbe ober; ſo that the weak believer 


ſinda that when his faith muſters r 
unbrlief will muſter op her doubts to op 


7 


He chat never ſelt any thing of this MEPs 


nume 10 live but is dead in ſin; and he that has 
no eee in is mn a ab . fir 


ect. So 51 mw Ut for N that bettar mer 


doubred; never believed; for if they had been 


warmly engaged in che fight of faith, they would 
have doubted of victory at times, as well as Paul, 
when he ſaid, we were preſed beyond meaſure,” and 


Agpaired even life. I ſhall rank ſuch a faith as 


this among Agur's comely walkers : There be three 


: Inge ae eee four are comeſy in going | 


* — GRE PE: gate rough 
er any; a greyhound, and an he-goat-alſo ;' 
and a king, againſt whom there is no riſing up— and 
I add a faith that never was tried]. Prov. xxx.” 
29, 30 31. Though I know, by happy and bleſſ. 
ed experience, that there is ſuch a doctrine as 


the full aſſurance of faith; yet 1 knom many of 


the Lord's people have not attained to it; and he 
bat in faith we are to receive, but not io 
22 diſputation, we are not to diſpute him out of 
„ e ä ng. E 


3 SE 

I own this attends a. real faith ; but the word of 
God muſt be received into the heart, in the ght 
and love of it, before it can be called the goſpel 
of ſalvation to ſuch a foul, In ſhort, à | goſpel 
meſſenger is 4 ſavour of death unto death, except the 
meſſage be ſent home to the heart in power, _ 
Holy Ghoſt, aud in much afſurance, 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 
believer has the word of God in his heart, as = 
Saviour ſays, he receives the word in an hong: 
and good heart, and brings forth fruit with patience, 
He is no chriſtian whoſe faith and hope ftand only” 
on the paper; the word and ſpirit that God the 
Father gave to the Saviour muſt be in the heart of / 
his ſeed, Iſa. lix. 21. The Saviour gave the ſame © 
word to his church that the Father gave to him, 
For I have given unto tbem the words which thou” 
' gaveſs me, and they bave received them, John xvii. 8. 
It is the word and Spirit of God that makes an 
aſſembly to be what it is; namely, The church of the 
living Cod, the ground and pillar of the truth, 
1 Tim. iii. 15. Thus the goſpel of God, which is 
called the diſpenſation of the Spirit, ſhall return in 


the church to God from whence it came, and there 


be eſtabliſned on its own baſis ; mercy Hall be dit 
up for ever, and thy faithfulneſs ſhalt thou fs in 
the very heavens, Pſalm lxxxix. 2. 6 Wie 
I am informed that thoſe perfons 3 
Antinomians mate vnid the law : but a real be- 


liever does not mate void the law through faith; but 


3 Rom. iii. 5 1. Fore ſus u 
B if 


0 48 . 
Fr ighteoufurſs came UY the law, that Chrif ded in 
i He gere be ares 1 ot "fruſtrate. the, grace of Gd, 
I. fl. 21 but looks to the Saviour for juſtifi. 
Gion (knowing it cannot be obtained by the 
: Taw of Moſes), and he finds Chriſt” to be the end 
4 the law 8; # ri ghteouſne 95 70 every one that wie 
om. ET he believer ſees that the n ain bin 
of the ls is love; this bin 2 turns 9 two 65 
76, God and the ; nei rhbour ; . "07 "th 2 two 22 | 
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ents hang g all the law and the prophets, Mat. XXII. 
40. He ben got! the obedience of the "Saviour 
imputed te to his faith, Rom.! Iv. 24, and the ove 1 
God ed abroad in 1 'beart ; the ri ighteouſis ofs 2 
Ibe Jaw 15 allt i n bim, Rom. vii. 4, teile he 
walks not " after the 2 , ut after the Spi rit, Rott. 
viii. I. That foul that has received Chriſt Foſus the 
Tor, a walks in bim, and walks by faith, EY; 
mot by ah, as he is commanded ' to do, and walks 
in lobe 45 "Chriſt bas lov ed him, Eph. v. 2, "may 
truly be ſaid to walk in the ſpirit; a nd "while he e thus | 
walks by” faith, and in love, he produces more 
pure Tpirituar and bene obedience to the | 
law of God, than all the legal workmongers in 
the world, put them all together. "Fo or God de- 
cläres, that <obatſoever” ts not of faith 7s Jn; mn; "and 
if a man hath not the love of God 1 in his heart, 
be is "but . 1 and” 2 beg 25 mal, 
1 Cor. XIV. * 4 n e e 
= > The weighty matters of the, law" are ps, 


7 Fo and. when God has pronounced the ſen 
* 45 bf endes en 785 


Cu ) 
tence of 8 upon a foul, his judgment is | 
paſt (the Saviour ſays), be is paſſed from death unt 
life, and ſhall never come into condemnation. The be⸗ 
liever ſees, that it was in mercy that God Juſtifi» 
ed him as an ungodly ſinner ; and by faith in Je- 
ſus was he juſtified; therefore he has got the 
weighty matters of the law in his heart, and the 
lefler matters, ſuch as ty2hing mint, rue, amis, and 
cummin, will follow of courſe. The man that will 
contradict theſe truths of God, never knew the 
demands of the law, nor the bleſſed diſcharge of 
the. goſpel, JF. any man. teach otherwiſes and con- 
fent- not 'to cobolgome worde, even the words of our 
Lari Feſus Chrift,: and to the” dofFrine which is at. 
cording 10 godlineſs, be is proud, knowing - nothing, 
but doting about "queſtions, and Prifes of bra, 
whereof cometh envy; Ariſe, railings, evil-furmiſoigs, 
1 Tim. vi, 3, 4: Paul fent Timothy to Epheſus, to 
charge ſome that they" taught fo other Sent 
and told him that the great end of the law Was 
anſwered when the ſinner was brought to love 
God out of a pure heart and a purg ed conſcience, - 
and that thoſe teachers that contradicted theſe 
truths knew not what they were about. Morr⸗ 
the end of the commandment in charity Cor love} out 
of @ pure beart, ond of. a good conſcience; aud , faith 
 unfeigned: FrRoM WHICH ome having fwerved: have 
turned afide' unto vain JAnGLIiNG;. dftring to” be 
teachers of the law; underſtanding neither. what they ; 
ſo, nor whereof they affirm. 1 Tim, i, 5. 6, 7. 
B E Jam 
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1 am informed, chat a real Antinomian is 2 
on chat dals about faith, and ate word” of 


= 
4 


e. 1 Cor. Xv. 14. 17. A faith Wd 
no fruits is not goſpel faith, it is only the pre- 
"fatnpri6h' "of a hardened hypocrite, and ſuch are 
Geſtitute of the grace of God. And thoſ®!rhat 
think to extract a crop of ſpiritual fruits from life- 
leſs finners, by preaching the miniſtration of death, ate 
as far from the ſpiritual knowledge of the law as the 
other is from the power of the goſpel: both theſe 
"are Antinouians, for they make void both the 
hw and the goſpel; the former © daringly pre- 
ſumes on the mercy of God without an evidence; 
and the latter (as Paul ſays) is alive without: the 
"Jaw; in its ſpiritual meaning. The Lord deli- 
ver his own” children 2 * dreadful de luſions 
{of chem both} L6G i dow 
I am informed: of wh akon Rev. Gentleman re- 
© proachet me with to his ſociety about my Nane, 
Sec. — If chis is any part of ths: miniſtry that he bas 
'Teceived” from” be Lord o \fulfil;he ſhould: not 
have ſtopped there; But be ſbould haue brought: in 
Abrabam, Moſes, David, Solomon, Paul, and many 
more, for the crimes of their natural ſtate were 
. bad as mine. When the Lordi converted Faul 
to the faith We ure en en 
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| my. Fa ra 5 given ſuch; an | offence, 5 many 
haye diſhongured Hod in me; but! it is a Comſoft 
to me, that my friends are obliged to rake i into my 
unconverted ſtate for matter. of reproach; and } is 
(I think) a demonſtrable proof to the Nella, that 
they are at à loſs to find any, 5 in my re 
ſince I have known the Lord. FVV | 
It is true what the 2500 man affirms, about 
none of the.. miniſters giving me the right-hond of 
fellowſhip ;- but it is no great grief to me, nor would 
their right-hand be an. infallible. teſtimony, of my 
being approved of God, either as, a believer, 
or a pregcher... The wing of God's, Spirit is Jufh- 
cient to prove me a. believer, and God, ſetting, his 
fea! to my dberrine, is a ſufficient .progf, of. my 
being a preacher ſent of God. And I can ſee that 
ſome who refuſe the right-hand of fellowſhip tome 
(vrhom Chriſt! has received) will give their right- 
hand to them that never knew what fellowſhip 
with the Saviour meant. This God has loudly 
proclaimed to the world, by ſuffering many, after 
they have received the right-hand. of fellowſhip, 40 
wandler aut of tbe way of underſtanding, and 10 remain 
10 this day iu tbe congregatiou f the dead, Prov. xxi. 
16. Indeed, Sir, I ſee that various conne xions, and 
the right-hand of fellowſhip have beet fatal many 
young preachers; and I truſt I ſhall be enabled. by 
grace to ſee that ic was: good for me t ſtanq aloge. 
God has promiſed to wid vid uo gu thing from then 
that walk uprightly ; therefore, if the right-hand of 
B 3 followſhip 


(c | 
below ip was effential to my ſalvation, or effencia 
to my uſefulneſi in the church of God, he would 
12 me with it; but as I ſee it has liſted many 
ſouls up into "os and ron * 92 0 remain con- 
—rented without it. 44; 4 
Ass to the reſt 5 hy hee tha he KO upon 
me, it is a ſcandal to him as a man, much more ſo 
as a gentleman, a ſcholar, and a Chriſtian; there- 
fore 1 ſhall paſs it by; he may think better of it by 
and by. He is not like thoſe whom I have con- 
"ended with; he has only levelled a little artillery 
«perſonally at me: he is not like the others, who 
Faye blaſphemed the word of God; therefore 1 
would willingly believe that he did not ſpeak as he 
meant; and this appears plain by his charging the 
1 -*whole- ſociety 10 keep it all a ſecret, which, if the 
nord of God and his own conſcience had juſtified 
| | him, there had been no call for ſuch a charge; ; for 
# : whatever the Lord ſays; unto us in ſecret, we may 
1 Yin proclaim, on the houſe-top, dk 
I hope God will give me a heart to Javai him, 
4 * to pray for him; and it is the earneſt deſire 
of my ſoul to Almighty God, that he may keep 
him from being ſeduced from the t ſim- 
e of the goſpel. H ib $665 
I doubt my dear Father Carnal will be; weary 
of this ok 1 but your QWn., importunity 
7 imines not to "nw: an — 4 1 ſtayed, . 1 hope 
theſe —_— circumſtances of apoſtaſy will rouſe 
80 vp 
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up the fervants of God; it ſo, I think it will 
terminate in God's honour, and in bis people's 
good. We have got many things to be purged 
out of the church, and the fan will ſurely” 'come 
amongſt us. We have got many ſtrange connex- 
ions, which are kept up by a contracted / 4pirit, 
and cemented together by prejudice againſt others. 
| This is building up the old partition wall which 
the Saviour came to deſtroy, and which every goſ- 
pel trumpeter ought to level, like the walls of 
Jericho, even to its foundation. W e have likewiſe 
many human inventions, ſuch as pompous places 
of worſhip, an half-hearted goſpel, an organ, fine 
ſinging, &c. in order to blunt the edge of perſecu- 
tion, that the offente of the croſs may cegſe, and the 
rich worldlings make a profeſſion without being ex- 
poſed to contempt for religion. Theſe things have 
patched up a peace where God himſelf declared 
war, and therefore the fan muſt come to purge the 
floor, and to ſeparate the chaff from the rubeat, Jer. 
xxXiii. 28. IJ am much miſtaken if theſe things 
are not ſome of the beginnings of ſorrow. We 
have many good miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, who, 
in attempting to oppoſe others, have warped ſadly 
from the truths of the goſpel, in order to repreſent | 
thoſe as erroneous who have ſtood faſt/1 in their 
own teſtimony for God. I hope theſe will look 
about them, own | and e cleave to their - own ſtandard, 
as they Tee ſo many atrempting! to run gs with | 
& banner of the church. animes; 

B 4 | — 


6240 
Bible has only a moral meaning, though the Holy 
Gboſt ſays,-#hat all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God; 2 Tim. iii. | 16. Others tell us, that many 
parts;[of the ſcriptures are indelicate, though the 
Almighty declares that every word of his is pure, 
Pov. xxx. 5. Others find fault with a ſpirĩtual 
interpretation of the word of God, except ſcholaſtic. 
rules are ; obſerved; though the Holy Ghoſt ſays 
that zo prophecy. of the ſcriptures is of any private in- 
_ terpretation; u Pet. i. 20. We have got other 
labourers in the vineyard, who are chaining up all 
- their followers to their own pews, whether they are 
ed there or not: theſe lead them out t of one ben. 
dage i into another.. 

Tou know, Sir, that many poor fouls 1576 flole | 


into Monkwell-ftreet. Chapel, and though they have 
| | got a blefling under my miniſtry, they have not 
—_ dared to come again, unleſs they ſtood at the door, 


or behind it, incog. for fear their paſtor ſhould ſee 
them; and if they have bought a book of mine, 
it was obliged. to fly into the cloſet, like a night-: 
bird by day, for fear of the reader's being excom- 
municated for having it in his poſſeſſion. This is 
bringing the necks of poor ſinners out of one yoke 
into another: bringing them from under the 

bondage of the law, chat they may ſubmit to the 
| yoke: of prieſteraſt. Tale my. yoke upon you, ſays. 
the Saviour, and laarn ef me. He that will be great, 

1d 0 os . ee e 
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let him be ſervant of all, ſays Chriſt Arpreadher 
is to take the overſight of his flock, (without um 
eye to gain; neither are they to be lands ouer O 
heritage, 1 Pet. v. 3. And, in effect, to lordit 
over the flock of God, is too much like beingiaq 
rival to the King of kings and Tord q tords; Re 
ix. 16. Surely ſuch fouls may complain, and 
ſay, as Zion of old did, O. rd o God voter: 
lords befides thee' bave bad dominion-over d ⁰,juͤu ! 
thee only will we mals mention of "thy \name;\\Uu; xx 
13. Reader, call no. man Maſter, fur Om it h 
Maſter, even Chrift, Matt. xxiii. d, G (Therefors! 
call no goſpel miniſter Rabbi, Rabbi, ſor God has! 
ſtrictly forbidden maſterſhip in his miniſteriabiſ ei 
vants. My brethren, be not many maſteru, knowing h 7 
we ſhall receive the greater condenmation, . far" in may 
things we offend all, James ii. 1. N Mer LOL 02a 
Many of theſe things muſt be done away, that 
the excellency and the power of religion may apa 
pear to be of God, and not of us. God is jealous 
by of his own honour, and will: never give his glory | 
to another. God's own truth, faithfully delivered, 
will bring glory to God from every recipient oi 
grace; but if falſe doctrine be advanced inſtead oi 
truth, the hearer is zealouſſy affected; hut gn 
well; and if he adheres to falſe, or legal doctrim 
he is excluded from Chriſt by. the preacher, wh 
he may effect, or place bis affections om m ih- 
* Gal. iv. 15. Bam forry 0 N be? 
but 


| | {C £26 y. 
bot I hope to be honeſt in my Lord and Maſter's 
| works for 1 know that the goods which are put 


- 2 hands of every faithful miniſter are his 
Spirit, his word, and his people; and it becomes a 
— and faithful, and not to waſte his 
MNlaſter's goods. But, alas! for the want of goſpel 
matter, and goſpel experience, many have kept a 

: flying troop. in a profeſſion by nothing but telling 

old wives Fables; and there are to this day legions 

in London who would go three miles to hear a 
country tale from the pulpit, who would not go 
over the threſholds of their doors to hear Paul ex- 
plain the ſeventh chapter of his epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans. I know a pious broken-hearted ſoul, in 
London, who once fat in a congregation of three 
or four thouſand fouls, and * wept almoſt through 
the whole time. of ſervice, to ſee ſuch a number 
gathered together, and notfing to entertain their 

minds with but a few fooliſh tales, more fit for a 
tea -table, or a waſning- tub, than a pulpit. | We 
may ſay, indeed, of ſuch'' a miniſtry, as an old 

woman ſays of her calling, THC ANGLING: . 

DONE A 3133 
I will never believe that God will 9 95 avy: doc- 

, mite but his own pure word. It is truth that is to 
make a ſinner free; and if a preacher. has any ar- 
mour in God's work, it is truth. Luder his feu 

-thers Halt thou truſt, and his truth. ſhall be l ſhield 
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d the minds of many ſouls againſt the holy word 
ol God, and againſt the preachers” of it; and as 
they (themſelves have not an èxperience of the 
truth of God; they have not the ſpringing well of 
| God's:Spirir within them; and therefore they find, 
that denlintz in doctrines which they never enjoyed, 
and i of grace which they never felt the 
: power "of, is all- againft the bent of their on 
ſpirits. Hence it is that they turn to the natural 
bias of their own wills and preach up for doc- 
trines thoſe things which lie within the compaſs of 
natural reaſon; and they find that to be à miniſter 
of the letter is much eaſier than to attempt the 
miniſtty of the fpirit. Theſe, ſays the Apoſtle, 
ar ugirbis us of being teachers of the law, under ftand- 
ing neltther "what they ſay, nor whereof they "affifm. 
Theſe lay by the truths of the goſpel, the promiſes, 
and the bleſſings of it, and fly to the precepts, ant 
zealouſly enforce them, without any regard oithe 
promiſed bleſſings of grace, w which alone can enable 
e liner to "ok in the CONTIN "of 
Ps: . Fa DIBITOW 

Theſe, ſays the ee bes i in 15 ir, a 
al inthe fleſh, that is, they make a beginning with 
the goſpel diſpenſation, but end with the cara tom- 
nandnent; they confuſe tlie lines of the goſpel Plan, 
they make ſhipwreck of che doctrities of faith, hieh 
they o once eonfefſed and preathed;” and then they go 
on board: f the palley with burg, Th: XH. 2. 
For * a man be not a real belicyer in the bleſſed 
- Saviour, 


9 8 E 
(i193 a2dw- crawollot Sed a, ) 9105 5 NS sen 25 
Savieure, he mul (in pit) be under ib lemi. 0d 
il he. he under the law he will naturally liſten 80 
che law 3, for the voice of che law. is to ſuch Fer 
ſons in particular, Now. we. know. that. what, things 
Hun abe law. ſaith, it faith 1 them who are under 
an lam. Bleſſed be God, he himſelf applied the 
doctrine to my ſoul that I am enabled to preach. 
In this I < ſay, with our great apoſtle, The 
octrine which I preach is not after man, for I learnt 
# not of man, neither was I taught it; but .by the 
revelation of Tejus Cbriſt. It pleaſed God to reveal ' bis 
Sow in mne. Happy and bleſſed is that ſoul that re- 
ceives dhe word from God's mouth, and lays up 
his. commandments in his heart. But, as! we 
ue in a day when, the bleſſed book of God. i is fadly 
4 private communion with God i in cloſet 
preyer is little enforced, and conſequentiy little 
Practiſed; hence every thing goes down for goſpel, 
and the; faith of many Hande on the. i/dom of men, 
inſtead of the power of God, 1 Cor. i ll 5. Truſt ye 
vt in 4 friend, put no confidence i in a guide, ſays the 
 Aimighty, | Micah vii. . It is a dangerous thing 
g haye an inordinate affection for an unevangelized i 
preacher; for if he apoſtatizes, the warm attach · 
ment of, the ſimple to him will drag them! into his 
S "ha TR. (lays the Pfalmiſt) is. that man that 
,maketh the Lor ord. 4 his truf, that RESPECTETH not the 
2 5 4, bun afde to le, PL. al. 4. It 
ns not without cauſe chat che Saviour rebuked 


29 | | 
che natural affeQtions of bis followers when their 
love was hovering contihually about hi —— 
ture. up no fur int; 1 ; Shelves "and 
for pour children (Luke i. 28), for” if Wy" tb 
theſe things in the "ound TREE, what” aN I Tine 
mm the ay? "The fan muſt eome, "the #0 hut be 
Pirged; che man of fin Mall beet cine, 
Se e, cone s flling 0 fr.” © dag 
0 The” bo is going er over "the Proplices iu 
Wed, becauſe bis *enhjvening lay "are little 6b. 
Ferved, and leſs enforced.” 7e padre, of the 
evening” are "Pretching but, and many wölves are 
"creeping forth, Who will not ſpare the lock. 
Ny dear ffiends, pray for me, that 1 lay watch 
in all things, that I may do the work of "an Evil | 
| FL and make full proof of my # minitty.” ni Sv 
I know the word of God is fulfilled i in iche pot 
'afy of ſome men, as well as in the te: eſs df 
others. God is the ſtrength of his people; no man 
can ſtand alone; if he ſtand not in the Lord he 
"muſt fall. Chriſt is the foundation, and if 1 mn 
be not fixed on thar rock, though he begin to 
build, yet he is ſure never to be able to Aſh, 
1 profeffion, zeal, gifts, knowledge, dilgence, 
| bai uſefulneſs,” will vaniſh, if the man has*not 
got the real root of religion, | ” Theſe e "art "thy leb 
for a while believe, Out f in time of ble en fall Koch, 
Becalſe they have „ 1 o Foot 11 themſelves: Except che 
branch be united 0 the Vine "by the uniting” 30 
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ol love, he cannot be fruitful, b in the 
vine; he may make a fair ſpew of wiſdom in will- 
 wwatſhip\and” voluntary humility, and that is all. 
Every branch in me that bringeth not forth good fruit 
[which are the fruits of the ſpirit] he fateth away; 
and every. branch in me aubich bringeth forrb, Ithe 
fruits of the ſpirit] he purgenb it [from the , corrup- 
tions of the fleſh}, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
1 he word of God in the heart, and gifts for: the 
well of God's holy Spirit, or elſe they will ſoon be 
ſcorched, and wither _ away for want of . moiſture. 
No branch will abide \ in the vine. wien the ſpirit 
without. the cement of; thigh + no Feen gift 
will — er a. ben Waere of rb of 
e ende 
Ae of ri, — He that. abide. in 
the dofirjne. of Chriſt, be bath both the Fathtr and the | 
Sau, 2 John, 9. Therefore ſuch perſons as den) 
the Bihle, and preach contrary to the doctrinal arti- 
cles of the church of England, are men that the juſt 
are forbid to entertain in their houſes. If there come 
any. unto Jou, and bring not this deftring,. receive him 
For into . vou. bouſe, neither. bid bim God V ſpeed : Far 
he that biddeth him God, Seed, is a partater of his evil 
| *% Vl is a N to the devil's Ee. 2 Je ohn 
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I ſuppoſe I. ſhall weary you with this. long 
epiſtle, 
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it your importunity ſet. the cruſe a ſpringing. 


and I muſt conclude. before the oil 
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Buer thine in the goſpel of Chris. Me 
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vou can blame none but yourſelf for 


